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January 2025 

A Look Ahead at Geopolitics, Defence, and 
International Security in 2025 

The World in 2025 – Chatham House’s "The World in 2025" outlines key global 
developments anticipated in the coming year. It begins by highlighting the 
potential impact of a second Trump presidency on international relations. The 
authors also examine the evolving dynamics of global trade, emphasizing the 
role of economic security and the influence of technological advancements. 
The article examines a series of growing security concerns, such as the role of 
space in defense strategies and the importance of public-private collaboration, 
Chatham House. Read the article.  

Uncertainty ahead: 10 trends that will impact 2025 – In this article, Tom 
Standage, Deputy Editor of The Economist, outlines 10 key global trends and 
developments anticipated for 2025. The article examines geopolitical tensions, 
regional conflicts, and alliances among Russia, China, Iran, and North Korea. It 
also addresses economic concerns such as the potential impact of U.S. tariffs 
on China, China's leadership in clean technology, and challenges related to 
inflation and aging populations, IESE Business School. Read the article. 

5 geopolitical questions for 2025 – This article explores the challenges of 
navigating a fragmented global order. Five critical questions are presented for 
2025, focusing on advancing security, ensuring economic stability, regulating 
emerging technologies, fostering climate action, and promoting social cohesion 
in polarized societies. The author argues it will require innovative strategies 
and global collaboration to adapt to the evolving geopolitical landscape, World 
Economic Forum. Read the article. 

The World Ahead 2025 

The Economist’s trademark podcast is 
back again for another year of 
discussions, analyses, and predictions. 
What might 2025 hold? Listen and 
read now for some insights into the 
future. Some content is subscription 
based only. 

  

 

 
Podcasts of Note  

 

https://www.chathamhouse.org/publications/the-world-today/2024-12/world-2025
https://www.iese.edu/insight/articles/trends-tom-standage-the-economist-world-ahead/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/11/5-geopolitical-questions-for-2025/
https://www.economist.com/topics/the-world-ahead-2025
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China 2025: What To Watch – This “China 2025” report examines China’s increasing geopolitical tensions, particularly with 
the United States, and China's efforts to strengthen ties with the Global South. The article notes growing social discontent 
and political distrust among the urban middle class within China. The analysis underscores the complexities China faces as it 
navigates persistent challenges and uncertainties in 2025, Asia Society Policy Institute. Read the article. 

What to expect in 2025: Looming talk for a brooding peace – In this policy brief, the author examines the evolving 
geopolitical landscape shaped by leaders like Trump, Putin, Xi, and Modi. The article argues that despite unchanged national 
goals and resources, 2025 will witness a shift towards less confrontational engagements due to war fatigue and 
humanitarian crises. The author emphasizes the need for strategic creativity to navigate these complexities, highlighting the 
importance of diplomacy and collaboration in achieving global stability, Observer Research Foundation. Read the article. 

See also: Assad has fallen. Now what?, Atlantic Council, read the article. What’s next in South Korea?, Council on 
Foreign Relations, read the article. 

 

Experts react: What the presidential debate revealed about how Trump 
and Harris would conduct foreign policy 

Experts react: What the presidential debate revealed about how Trump 
and Harris would conduct foreign policy 

Experts react: What the presidential debate revealed about how Trump 

and Harris would conduct foreign policy 

Diversions    

 
Still thinking of the year past? 
Don’t worry, so are we.  
 
Take a look back at 2024 
through Google’s Year in 
Search or Britannica’s Year in 
Review. 
 
 

Feedback   
 

 
Please email SE-CI@smtp.gc.ca. 

Upcoming Events  
 

Unpredictable America: Donald Trump and the future 
of American Foreign Policy by Thomas A. Schwartz   
Munk School of Global Affairs 
Event in Toronto, Ontario [online available] 
Click here for more information. 
 

16 January, 2025 
16:00 – 18:00 EST 

Inheriting the Bomb: A History of Ukraine’s Nuclear 
Disarmament and Why It Matters 
Munk School of Global Affairs 
Event in Toronto, Ontario 
Click here for more information. 
 

27 January, 2025 
18:00 – 20:00 EST  

93rd Ottawa Conference on Security and Defence 
CDA Institute 
Event in Ottawa, Ontario 
Click here for more information. 
 

5-6 March, 2025 

https://asiasociety.org/policy-institute/china-2025-what-watch
https://www.orfonline.org/english/expert-speak/what-to-expect-in-2025-looming-talks-for-a-brooding-peace
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/content-series/fastthinking/assad-has-fallen-now-what/
https://www.cfr.org/blog/martial-law-south-korea
https://trends.withgoogle.com/year-in-search/2024/?utm_source=blog.google&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=yis2024
https://trends.withgoogle.com/year-in-search/2024/?utm_source=blog.google&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=yis2024
https://www.britannica.com/topic/2024-Year-in-Review
https://www.britannica.com/topic/2024-Year-in-Review
mailto:SE-CI@smtp.gc.ca
https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/event/unpredictable-america-donald-trump-and-future-american-foreign-policy-professor-thomas
https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/event/inheriting-bomb-history-ukraines-nuclear-disarmament-and-why-it-matters
https://cdainstitute.ca/events/93rd-ottawa-conference-march-5th-6th-2025/

